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Summary 

 
This report details what has happened in the Junior School at Freemen’s since the 
last Governors’ report of November 2020. It lists staff news, pupil activity and 
achievement. 
 

Main Report 

 
School Roll 
 

1. The current Junior School roll is 405. Three children left the Junior School in 
December, but three joiners mean that the roll has not changed. We continue 
to receive regular enquiries as to whether there are places to join within the 
academic year.  

 
2. We moved the Year 3 and Year 4 Entrance testing day to Saturday 12th 

December 2020 (the day after term ended) from its usual early January date, 
concerned that the Christmas holiday impact on the pandemic might affect our 
chances of inviting over 100 children onto the site. Four were unable to join us 
(for different reasons) and were seen on 16th January 2021 (virtually) but the 
main day was a great success. It meant we could let parents and children 
know before Christmas. It has been very well received.  

 
Academic 
 

3. The final weeks of last term were very busy, not least preparing the Key Stage 
2 children (as well as the Upper 3s and Lower 4s) to learn remotely. Revision 
lessons on Freelearning and Teams were held, which have proved to be most 
prescient. 

 



4. The Upper 3 iPad trial continues to be successful in that the children and 
teachers’ use of the device has developed. It is used more creatively, utilising 
different applications in different subjects, but it is also less of a novelty and so 
is used more sparingly and appropriately. 
 

5. Throughout last term and this, children have received a series of assemblies 
on the themes of tolerance, diversity, anti-bullying, Black Lives Matter and 
democracy. They were taught the Beatitudes and some time has been spent 
on the American election, and its ramifications. I am proud of the way the Junior 
community has embraced the importance of inclusion, democracy and 
kindness. 

 
Charity 
 

6. Governors will know that the School’s overall 20/20 Vision total climbed to 
£20,597, helped in no little part by a Christmas jumper day on 10th December 
2020 which raised £1,816.  The Junior School will be going through the 
democratic process of choosing the Junior charity for the next two terms over 
the final weeks of January.  

 
7. The FSA and the Junior School continue to work closely together. An 

assembly was held in which prizes were raffled to those children that had sold 
tickets for the FSA raffle. On 11th Monday 2021, I joined a virtual FSA meeting 
in which the Committee was discussing the year ahead; I was hugely 
impressed by the number of dedicated parents, and their ambitions. 

 
Arts 
 

8. The foyer had a Christmas makeover for Christmas, with lights, banners, a 
tree and long paper chains. I hope that Governors will have seen some of the 
photos on the Junior Twitter feed. 
 

9. The abridged version of Julius Caesar, which replaced the traditional live 
performance in the Leatherhead Theatre, was shared in late November 2020. 
I hope the Governors saw the Lower 4 children grappling with one of 
Shakespeare’s trickiest texts. I am confident that you will have considered 
some of the performances most impressive. Two children received Drama 
colours for their dedication to the rehearsals, support of others and personal 
performances. 
 

10. Various Junior children contributed to end of term recorded concerts, 
showcasing some of the fantastic musicianship in the youngest section of the 
School. 
 

11. One L4 pupil has been awarded a Trinity Grade 6 Distinction (87/100) in cello 
for the recorded, Digital Upload Music Exams. 
 
 
 
 



Conclusion 
 

12. During the School day, the Junior School is a quiet place presently, with only 
50 (or so) Keyworker children on site, and a handful of teachers looking after 
them, or teaching remotely from their classrooms. We look forward to a return 
to the vibrancy and noise to which we are all so accustomed.  Be in no doubt, 
however, that we all maintain our high ambitions for the children, despite 
Covid’s best efforts. 
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